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Dear Charger Family, 

The 2015-16 school year will bring some changes to McClintock High School.  This past year was highly successful in 
many ways and we will continue to work to improve in a variety of areas.  For the coming year we are preparing 
enhancements in safety and security, in attendance and credit earning, and in instructional techniques and student 
engagement.  We will also continue a number of programs that have been successful in the past, and have made 
significant changes to improve efficiency during the book distribution process which starts the year off on July 21.  The 
purpose of this summer mailer is to communicate some of these changes to you. 

This year during book distribution we will diligently adhere to the attached schedule which outlines, for the first week, 
the alphabetical listing of last names which will be served each day.  In the past few years we’ve had longer wait times 
because many families did not attend on the day in which they were assigned alphabetically.  We will continue to serve 
students and families regardless of last name on the open dates July 27-28, but will be diligent about serving only the 
families according to the alphabetical listing on July 21-24.  If you attend book distribution that week, please attend on 
the day designated for you alphabetically. 

Additionally, there will be no student schedule changes during book distribution.  Students received their schedules 
before they left campus on May 21 and detailed instructions were provided for students whose schedule contained an 
error.  All errors should have been fixed in June. 

Included in this mailer is a list of course and activity fees so that families may have a good idea of the fee amount that 
will need to be paid at book distribution.  This summer you may have received a notification from the Tempe Union High 
School District communicating that there are unpaid fees from prior school years.  All unpaid fees from previous years as 
well as those fees for the upcoming school year will need to be paid during the book distribution process.  Please bring 
cash, check, credit or debit card to book distribution to complete the registration process.  Although credit and debit are 
now accepted, the number of cashiers who will be able to process these is limited and the wait may be shorter for those 
who have cash or check. 

Moving onto another topic, as a safety and security measure, this year all students in the Tempe Union High School 
District (TUHSD) will be required to wear their student IDs during the school day, including during their time riding 
District buses.  All students who ride a school bus will receive IDs designating them as riders on District buses and will 
designate the particular bus they are to ride.  Only students with proper identification will be allowed on campus and on 
the buses.  These measures are in place to maximize the well-being and safety of our students on campus and while 
traveling. 

The first day of school is August 3, 2015.  In an effort for the TUHSD to save money transporting students to and from 
the District’s schools, McClintock High School will begin and end school 20 minutes earlier next year.  Regular school 
days will begin at 7:25 and end at 2:10.  Early out Wednesdays will end at 1:10.  All bell schedules can be found on our 
new website at http://www.tempeunion.org/domain/128. 

We will implement revised attendance procedures in 2015-16.  Our student achievement data has pointed out the obvious, 
that is, students who have higher attendance rates perform significantly better than students with excessive absences.  
With this in mind, this spring a team of teachers and administrators developed a plan which will be implemented in the 
fall.  The plan includes providing additional support for students who reach certain levels of absences and taking 
disciplinary measures when the absences continue.   The plan also includes only allowing homework to receive credit 
when absences are excused.  Finally, any student accumulating eleven absences in a class during a semester’s time will be 
moved to a non-credit section of the class and may not receive credit for the course.  Extenuating circumstances may be 



discussed with the principal.  These practices are in alignment with District policy and are designed to discourage 
unnecessary absences and to improve the achievement of all students. 

Due to the academic successes realized this school year, certain programs and instructional strategies will be ongoing and 
will continue to be fine-tuned to better meet the needs of all of our students and to successfully impact our incoming 
freshmen.  All freshmen will again take part in this year’s Link Crew Freshman Orientation event that will be held in the 
gymnasium on July 29, beginning promptly at 8 a.m. and finishing at noon.  We will also continue our 8th hour 
intervention program, a school-wide program that will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:10 p.m. – 
3:00 p.m. for students who need additional assistance with a class.  Students not showing proficiency in any class should 
take advantage of this opportunity.  Students may also attend by choice in order to receive additional assistance.  Student 
athletes and club members who are not in good academic standing will not attend their practices or events until they are 
finished with their intervention time at 3:00 on those days.  Additional details, including a listing of departments and 
where departmental intervention programs will be held is on our homepage at http://www.tempeunion.org/domain/9 and 
will be communicated to students the first week of school. 

During the 2014-15 school year our teachers utilized learning targets in their classrooms.  This year we will follow up 
with greater emphasis on formative assessment,  that is, a more intentional effort to assess all students’ progress toward 
the learning target during the course of a class period so that teachers can make adjustments to instructional strategies and 
student can make adjustments to learning tactics.  It is our desire to stay current with educational practices in order to 
maximize our effectiveness in the classroom. 

The educational community at McClintock High School continues to have high expectations for all students and will do 
everything we can to support our students’ success.  Achieving success is contingent upon our ability to receive support 
from the entire school community, that is, students, parents, staff and the greater community.  Our academic, attendance 
and behavioral practices are implemented to ensure that instructional time for students is maximized and effectively used, 
and with the support of parents and the school community our students have a better understanding of this.  If students are 
not in class they cannot benefit from the high quality instruction that is offered at MHS.  Our goals include the idea that 
all students will understand that failure is not an option at McClintock High School.  The school community exists to 
teach, facilitate learning and growth, and to ensure that graduation from McClintock leads to a productive and profitable 
future.  We exist to challenge each student in every endeavor and to provide the support for their success. 

Lastly, there is a great deal of information on our new website at http://www.tempeunion.org/Domain/9, including the 
summer quarterly newsletter which can be found at http://www.tempeunion.org/domain/129.  Feel free to call with your 
questions at 480-839-4222.  As always, you may contact me with any questions or concerns at 
dhoffland@tempeunion.org.   

Thank you for your support of McClintock High School and the Tempe Union High School District.  We are committed 
to excellence for all of our students and dedicated to ensuring that our community continues to benefit as a result of the 
highest quality high schools. 

Best Regards, 

 
Derek Hoffland 
Principal 
Enclosures [2]: 

 Course and activity fee handout 
 Book distribution flyer 

 
 
Derek Hoffland Bill Hazell Susan Edwards Molly Saddler

Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal
 Registration Athletics Activities

 
1830 East Del Rio Drive  ♦   Tempe AZ 85282  ♦   480-839-4222  ♦   Fax: 480-752-8661 


